20th/21st Century US Comp List
American Literature 1899-present
Novels
                                                                       
Kate Chopin, The Awakening (1899)
Frank Norris, McTeague (1899)
Charles Chesnutt, The Conjure Woman (1899) or The Marrow of Tradition (1901)
Sutton Griggs, Imperium in Imperio (1899)
Theodore Dreiser, Sister Carrie (1900)
Pauline Hopkins, Contending Forces (1900)
Paul Laurence Dunbar, The Sport of the Gods (1902)
Owen Wister, The Virginian (1902)
Jack London, The Call of the Wild (1903)
Henry James, Portrait of a Lady (1881) or The Ambassadors (1903)
Edith Wharton, The House of Mirth (1905) or The Age of Innocence
James Weldon Johnson, The Autobiography of an Ex-Coloured Man (1912)
Edgar Rice Burroughs, Tarzan of the Apes (1912)
Ellen Glasgow, Virginia (1913) or Barren Ground (1925)
Willa Cather, My Antonia (1918) or O Pioneers! (1917) or The Professor’s House (1925) or Death Comes for the Archbishop (1927)
Sherwood Anderson, Winesburg, Ohio (1919)
Sinclair Lewis, Babbitt  (1922)
Jean Toomer, Cane  (1923)
Dorothy Canfield, The Homemaker (1924)
F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby (1925)
Mourning Dove's Cogewea (1927)
William Faulkner, The Sound and the Fury (1929) or Light in August, (1932), or Absalom, Absalom (1936), or Go Down Moses (1942)
Ernest Hemingway, A Farewell to Arms (1929) or The Sun Also Rises
           “The Snows of Kilimanjaro” (1936) or the Nick Adams stories (1972)
Nella Larson, Passing (1929)
Claude McKay, Banjo (1929)
Pearl S. Buck, The Good Earth (1932)
Erskine Caldwell, God’s Little Acre (1933)
Gertrude Stein, The Autobiography of Alice B. Toklas (1933) 
John Joseph Matthews (Osage) Sundown (1934)
Henry Roth, Call It Sleep (1934)
D’Arcy McNickle, The Surrounded (1936)          
Zora Neale Hurston, Their Eyes Were Watching God (1937)
Richard Wright, Native Son (1940)
Lillian Smith, Strange Fruit (1944)
Carson McCullers, Reflections in a Golden Eye (1941) or The Member of the Wedding (1946) or The Ballad of the Sad Cafe (1951) 
Ann Petry, The Street (1946)
Robert Penn Warren, All the King’s Men (1948)
Eudora Welty, The Golden Apples (1949)
J.D. Salinger, The Catcher in the Rye (1951)
Ralph Ellison, Invisible Man (1952)
Flannery O’Connor, Wise Blood (1952)
James Baldwin, Go Tell It on the Mountain (1953) or Giovanni’s Room
Jack Kerouac, On the Road (1955)
Vladimir Nabokov, Lolita (1955, 1958)
Harper Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird (1960)
Joseph Heller, Catch-22 (1961)
Walker Percy, The Moviegoer (1961) or Lancelot (1977)
Ken Kesey, One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest (1962)
Thomas Pynchon, The Crying of Lot 49 (1965)
Bernard Malamud, The Fixer (1966)
N. Scott Momaday, House Made of Dawn (1968)
Kurt Vonnegut, Slaughterhouse Five (1969)
Ishmael Reed, Mumbo Jumbo (1972)
Rita Mae Brown, Rubyfruit Jungle (1973)
Erica Jong, Fear of Flying (1973)
Toni Morrison, Beloved (1987)
Gayl Jones, Corregidora (1975)
Leslie Marmon Silko, Ceremony (1977)
Alice Walker, The Color Purple (1982)
Paule Marshall, Praisesong for the Widow (1983)
Lee Smith, Oral History (1983)
Ernest Gaines, A Gathering of Old Men (1983) or A Lesson Before Dying (1993)
Don Delillo, White Noise (1985)
Sherley Anne Williams, Dessa Rose (1986)
Louise Erdrich, Tracks (1988)
Gloria Naylor, Mama Day (1988)
Tim O’Brien, The Things They Carried (1990)
Sandra Cisneros, Woman Hollering Creek and Other Stories (1991)
Art Spiegelman, Maus (1991)
Sherman Alexie, Reservation Blues (1995)
Michael Cunningham, The Hours (1998)
Jeffrey Eugenides, Middlesex (2002)
Cormac McCarthy, The Road (2006) or The Crossing or Blood Meridian
Jayne Anne Phillips, Lark and Termite (2009) [??]
Adam Johnson, The Orphan Master’s Son (2012) [??]
Colson Whitehead, Underground Railroad (2016)
Nonfiction
Booker T. Washington, Up from Slavery (1901)
W. E. B. DuBois, The Souls of Black Folks (1903)
Mary Austin, The Land of Little Rain (1903)
Henry Adams, The Education of Henry Adams (1907)
Mary Antin, The Promised Land (1912)
John Neihardt, Black Elk Speaks (1932, 1959)  
James Agee and Walker Evans, Let Us Now Praise Famous Men (1941)
Richard Wright, Black Boy/American Hunger (1945)
Lillian Smith, Killers of the Dream (1949)
Aldo Leopold, A Sand County Almanac (1949)
James Baldwin, The Fire Next Time
Edward Abbey, Desert Solitaire (1968)
N. Scott Momaday, The Way to Rainy Mountain (1969)
Annie Dillard, Pilgrim at Tinker Creek (1974)
Maxine Hong Kingston, The Woman Warrior (1976)
Alice Walker, In Search of Our Mothers’ Gardens (1983)
Gloria Anzaldua, Borderlands/La Frontera: The New Mestiza (1987)
Janisse Ray, Ecology of a Cracker Childhood (2000)
Poetry
Robert Frost, North of Boston (1914)
Carl Sandburg, “Chicago”
Wallace Stevens, Harmonium  (1923)
William Carlos Williams, Spring and All (1923) or Paterson (1946-1958)
Ezra Pound, “The River-Merchant’s Wife: A Letter,” “In a Station of the Metro”  
T.S. Eliot, Prufrock and Other Observations (1917) or The Waste Land (1922)
Claude McKay, “The Harlem Dancer,” “The Lynching,” “If We Must Die,” “Africa,” “America,” “Outcast”
Edna St. Vincent Millay, “Recuerdo,” “[I, being born a woman],” “I Too Beneath Your Moon, Almighty Sex”
Langston Hughes, The Weary Blues (1926) or The Panther and the Lash: Poems of Our Times (1967)
Countee Cullen, “Incident,” “Heritage”
Elizabeth Bishop, North and South (1946) or Geography III (1976)
Gwendolyn Brooks, A Street in Bronzeville  (1945)
Robert Lowell, For the Union Dead (1964)
James Dickey, “The Heaven of Animals,” “Cherrylog Road,” “The Firebombing”
Allen Ginsberg, Howl and Other Poems (1956)
Adrienne Rich, The Dream of a Common Language (1977)
Sylvia Plath, Ariel (1965)
Audre Lorde, “Coal,” “Power,” “A Question of Climate”
Gary Snyder, Turtle Island (1974)
Amiri Baraka, “Political Poem,” “The New World,” “Incident”
Yusef Komunyakaa, Dien Cai Dau (1988) or Magic City (1992)
Natasha Trethewey, Native Guard (2006)
Drama
Lillian Hellman, The Children’s Hour (1934)
Thornton Wilder, Our Town (1938)
Eugene O’Neill, Long Day’s Journey Into Night (1940)
Tennessee Williams, The Glass Menagerie (1945) or Streetcar (1949)
Arthur Miller, The Crucible (1953)
Lorraine Hansberry, A Raisin in the Sun (1959)
Edward Albee, Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf (1962)
David Rabe, Sticks and Bones (1971)
Beth Henley, Crimes of the Heart (1982)
August Wilson, Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom (1982) or Fences (1987) or The Piano Lesson (1990)
Wendy Wasserstein, The Heidi Chronicles (1982)
David Hwang, M. Butterfly (1988)
Tony Kushner, Angels in America (1993)
Suzan Lori-Parks, Top Dog/Underdog (2001)
John Patrick Shanley, Doubt (2005)
Lynn Nottage, Ruined (2009)
Critical Works
           Books:
Leslie Fiedler, Love and Death in the American Novel (1960)
Richard King, A Southern Renaissance: The Cultural Awakening of the American South, 1930-1955 (1982)
Werner Sollors, Beyond Ethnicity: Consent and Descent in American Literature (1986)
Houston A. Baker, Modernism and the Harlem Renaissance (1987)
Henry Louis Gates, The Signifying Monkey: A Theory of Afro-American Literary Criticism (1988)
Eve Sedgwick, Epistemology of the Closet (1990)
Amy Kaplan, The Social Construction of American Realism (1992)
Toni Morrison, Playing in the Dark: Whiteness and the Literary Imagination (1992)
Frederic Jameson, “Postmodernism and Consumer Society”
Thomas Docherty, Postmodernism: A Reader (1993)
Jameson, “Postmodernism, or The Cultural Logic of Late Capitalism”
Paul Gilroy, The Black Atlantic: Modernity and Double Consciousness (1993)
Eric Sundquist, To Wake the Nations: Race in the Making of American Literature (1994)
Walter Benn Michaels, Our America: Nativism, Modernism, and Pluralism (1995)
Alan Nadel, Containment Culture: American Narratives, Postmodernism, and the Atomic Age (1995)
Lawrence Buell, Writing for an Endangered World: Literature, Culture, and the Environment in the U.S. and Beyond (2001)
Elvira Pulitano, Toward a Native American Critical Theory (2003)
Marianne DeKoven, Utopia Limited: The Sixties and the Emergence of the Postmodern (2004)
Patricia Chu, Race, Nationalism, and the State in British and American Modernism (2006), chapters on U.S. literature
Kenneth Warren, What Was African American Literature? (2011)
Susan Stanford Friedman’s Planetary Modernism: Provocations on Modernity across Time (2015)
                                 
