ORAL EXAM FIELD LIST

20th Century African American Literature (1890-2000)

Primary Texts

1.  Ida B. Wells, Southern Horrors: Lynch Law in All Its Phases (1892) 
2.  Anna Julia Cooper, A Voice from the South by a Black Woman from the South (1892)
3.  Frances E.W. Harper, Iola Leroy (1892)

4.  Paul Laurence Dunbar, “We Wear the Mask” (1896) and The Sport of the Gods (1901)
5.  Sutton E. Griggs, Imperium in Imperio (1899)
6.  Pauline Hopkins, Contending Forces (1900)
7.  Booker T. Washington, Up From Slavery (1901)

8.  Charles W. Chesnutt, The Marrow of Tradition (1901)


9.  W.E.B. Du Bois, The Souls of Black Folk (1903) and The Quest of the Silver Fleece (1911)
10. James Weldon Johnson, The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man (1912)

  and God’s Trombones: Seven Negro Sermons in Verse (1927)

11. Claude McKay, “If We Must Die” (1919), “The Lynching” (1922), Home to Harlem (1928)

12. Jean Toomer, Cane (1923)
13. Alain Locke, “The New Negro” (1925)
14. Countee Cullen, “Yet Do I Marvel” (1925) and “Heritage” (1925)

15. Elise Johnson McDougald, “The Task of Negro Womanhood” (1925)
16. Marita Bonner, “On Being Young—a Woman—and Colored” (1925)
17. Langston Hughes, “The Negro Artist and the Racial Mountain” (1926) and The Weary Blues (1926)  

18. Rudolph Fisher, The Walls of Jericho (1928)
19. Nella Larsen, Quicksand (1928) and Passing (1929)
20. Jessie Fauset, Plum Bun: A Novel Without a Moral (1929)
21. Wallace Thurman, The Blacker the Berry: A Novel of Negro Life (1929)
22. George Schuyler, Black No More (1931)
23. Sterling Brown, Southern Road (1932)

24. Carter G. Woodson, The Mis-Education of the Negro (1933)
25. Zora Neale Hurston, Jonah’s Gourd Vine (1934) and Their Eyes Were Watching God (1937)
26. Chester Himes, “To What Red Hell?” (1934) and If He Hollers Let Him Go (1945)

27. Richard Wright, Native Son (1940) and Black Boy (1945)

28. Margaret Walker, “For My People” (1942) and Jubilee (1966)

29. Ann Petry, The Street (1946)


30. Gwendolyn Brooks,  “Sadie and Maud” (1945) and “We Real Cool” (1960)

31. Dorothy West, The Living Is Easy (1948)

32. Ralph Ellison, Invisible Man (1952)

33. James Baldwin, Go Tell It on the Mountain (1953), Giovanni’s Room (1956)



The Fire Next Time (1963), and If Beale Street Could Talk (1974)

34. Lorraine Hansberry, A Raisin in the Sun (1959)

35. Martin Luther King, Jr., “Letter from Birmingham Jail” (1963)

36. Malcolm X and Alex Haley, The Autobiography of Malcolm X (1964)

37. Amiri Baraka, “Black Art”(1966) and Dutchman (1968)

38. Nikki Giovanni, Black Feeling, Black Talk (1967) and Black Judgment (1968)

39. Larry Neal, “The Black Arts Movement” (1968)

40. Eldridge Cleaver, Soul on Ice (1968)

41. Maya Angelou, I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (1969)

42. Etheridge Knight, The Essential Etheridge Knight (1968)

43. George Jackson, Soledad Brother: The Prison Letters of George Jackson (1970)

44. Alice Walker, The Third Life of Grange Copeland (1970), Meridian (1976), and




The Color Purple (1982)

45. Toni Morrison, The Bluest Eye (1970), Beloved (1987), Jazz (1992), and Paradise (1998)

46. Ernest Gaines, The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman (1971), A Gathering of Old Men (1983), 
and A Lesson Before Dying (1993)

47. Ishmael Reed, Mumbo Jumbo (1972) and Flight to Canada (1976)

48. Angela Y. Davis, Angela Davis: An Autobiography (1974)

49. Gayl Jones, Corregidora (1975)

50. Ntozake Shange, for colored girls who have considered suicide . . . (1976)

51. Octavia Butler, Kindred (1979)

52. Toni Cade Bambara, The Salt Eaters (1980)

53. Audre Lorde, Zami: A New Spelling of My Name – A Biomythography (1982)

54. Gloria Naylor, The Women of Brewster Place (1982)
55. John Edgar Wideman, Brothers and Keepers (1984)

56. August Wilson, Fences (1985) and The Piano Lesson (1990)

57. Sherley Anne Williams, Dessa Rose: A Novel (1986)

58. Assata Shakur, Assata: An Autobiography (1987)

59. Randall Kenan, A Visitation of Spirits: A Novel (1989)

60. Charles Johnson, The Middle Passage (1990)

61. J. California Cooper, Family (1991)

62. Paul Beatty, The White Boy Shuffle (1996)

63. Colson Whitehead, The Intuitionist (1999)

64. Michael S. Harper and Anthony Walton, The Vintage Book of African American Poetry (2000)
Secondary Texts

1. Robert Stepto

     From Behind the Veil: A Study of the Afro-American Narrative (1979)

2. Houston A. Baker

     Blues, Ideology, and Afro-American Literature: A Vernacular Theory (1984)

    Modernism and the Harlem Renaissance (1987)

    Turning South Again: Re-Thinking Modernism/Re-reading Booker T. (2001)

3. Henry Louis Gates, Jr., 

    The Signifying Monkey: A Theory of African-American Literary Criticism (1988)
4. Hazel Carby

    Reconstructing Womanhood: The Emergence of the Afro-American Woman Novelist (1987)
    Race Men (1998)

5. Claudia Tate

    Domestic Allegories of Political Desire: The Black Heroine’s Text at the Turn of
the Century (1992)
6. Winston Napier (editor)

    African American Literary Theory: A Reader (2000)

7. Kenneth W. Warren

    What Was African American Literature? (2011)

